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Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Great  Yarmouth. 


1 9 4 9. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor , the  Aldermen  and  the  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Great  Yarmouth. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1948. 

'The  health  of  the  town,  as  judged  by  the  statistics  presented,  has 
remained  at  a satisfactory  standard.  The  population  continued  to 
increase,  but  the  rate  of  increase  showed  signs  of  slowing  down.  The 
birth  rate  reflected  the  general  decrease  which  occurred  throughout  the 
country,  but  was  still  above  the  pre-war  level.  The  general  death 
rate  showed  a slight  decrease.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  32.30  per 
1,000  live  births  was  almost  exactly  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year. 
There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  and  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

Shortage  of  houses  remained  one  of  the  main  problems  of  the  town 
as  of  the  country  at  large.  Many  of  the  residents  were  living  in  sub- 
standard houses  and  many  had  to  share  their  lives  and  homes  with  “ in- 
laws ” and  others  for  long  periods  in  an  atmosphere  of  unhappiness 
and  tension.  The  effects  of  bad  housing  on  physical  health  have  been 
sufficiently  stressed  in  the  past,  but  the  effect  of  the  housing  shortage  on 
mental  health,  especially  of  children,  may  well  be  of  equal  if  not  greater 
importance  under  present  conditions.  Housing  shortage  is  a social  evil 
which  must  be  given  a prominent  place  in  the  causes  of  most  of  the  other 
social  evil  of  our  time,  and  the  solution  of  the  problem  would,  I believe, 
provide  the  greatest  single  contribution  to  “ health,”  using  the  word  in  the 
broadest  sense.  I am  conscious,  however,  that  the  solution  is  largely 
beyond  your  control  and  fully  aware  of  the  effort  that  you  have  already 
made  in  that  direction. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  from  the  point  of  view  of 
this  report  occurred  on  5th  July  when  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
1946  came  into  force.  The  change-over  in  the  town  took  place  reasonably 
smoothly,  and  details  of  the  services  for  which  you  are  responsible  will 
be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  (Section  25)  which  was  entirely  new 
to  this  Local  Authority,  operated  from  the  appointed  day  when  the 
Council  took  over,  by  arrangement,  the  staffs  of  the  Great  Yarmouth 
Queen’s  Nursing  Association  and  the  Gorleston  Nursing  Association. 
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I take  this  opportunity  of  recording  the  sincere  appreciation  and  gratitude 
which  I know  to  be  felt  by  the  residents  of  the  town  for  the  excellent 
services  provided  by  these  associations  in  past  years. 

The  new  arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunisation  (Section 
26)  were  introduced  without  hitch. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care  (Section  28)  is  in  part  a 
new  service  and  in  part  a continuation  of  functions  previously  carried 
out  by  the  Authority.  This  is  a service  which  is  capable  of  considerable 
development  in  the  future. 

A good  beginning  was  made  in  the  after-care  of  mental  patients 
and  the  new  arrangements  for  mental  health  (Sections  28  and  51)  were 
introduced  smoothly. 

The  report"  contains,  for  the  first  time,  a description  of  the  work 
of  rodent  control  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  staff. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  for  the  kind  reception  I received 
when  I took  up  duties  and  for  your  support  during  the  remaining  period 
of  the  year,  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  a good  year’s 
work. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

K.  J.  GRANT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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County  Borough  of  Great  Yarmouth 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

31st  December,  1948 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

V.  N.  Leyshon,  M.D.,  B.S  (Lond).,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Resigned  10.4.48 

K.  J.  Grant,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Cfi.B.,  D.P.H. 

Commenced  1.6.48 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

G.  H.  Whalley,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Resigned  19.4.48 

W.  J.  Hutchinson,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 
Commenced  8.11.48 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  : 

A.  Johnston,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

B.  M.  Kelly,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  L.M.,  D.C.H. 

* 

Senior  Dental  Officer  : 

W.  Nicholls,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

Assistant  Dental  Officer  : 

C.  A.  Tinn,  L.D.S. 

Resigned  30.9.48 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  ( Part-time ) : 

H.  A.  Brittain,  M.Ch.,  F. R.C.S. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeons  ( Part-time ) ; 

W.  E.  Rutledge,  L.R.C.P.I.  & L.M.,  L.R.C.S.I.  & L.M.,  D.O.M.S. 

D.  K.  Souper,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 

Public  A?ialyst  ( Part-time ) ; 

W.  Lincolne  Sutton,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

G.  H.  Spinks 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

F.  Parmenter 
H.  Howarth 
H.  Aliffe 
A.  Goodridge 
M.  Carter 
F.  Porter 
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Rodent  Officer  : 
A.  Scott 


Matron , Isolation  Hospital  : 
Mrs.  I.  Stoner,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Supervisor  of  Midwives  : 

Mrs.  I.  Johnson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 


Midwives  : 

Miss  Griffin 
Miss  Minns 
Miss  Caney 
Miss  Glucksmann 
Mrs.  Thomson 
Mrs.  Kleppe 
Miss  Seabert 
Miss  Knights 

Health  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  Burnell 
Miss  Conway 
Miss  Whitmore 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  Bird 

Home  Nurses  : 

Miss  Lennard 
Mrs.  Hall, 

Mrs.  Pratt 
Miss  Bishop 
Miss  Gillings 
Mrs.  Ellis-Smith 
Miss  Balmforth 

Mental  Health  Worker  : 

Miss  A.  Benson 

Duly  Authorised  Officers  : 

G.  E.  Skipper 
G.  H.  Howlett 

Officer  in  charge  Ambulance  Service  : 

C.  Hacon 

Chief  Clerk  : 

E.  Garrett 
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Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year  1948 


Estimated  civilian  population 


50,140 


Total  M.  F. 


Live  births  legitimate 

904 

486 

418  3 Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

Live  births  illegitimate 

47 

26 

21  1 the  estimated  civilian 

[population  18.96 

439  j 

951 

512 

Stillbirths  legitimate 

21 

12 

93  Rate  per  1,000  total 

Stillbirths  illegitimate 

1 

1 

— [ (live  and  still)  births 
j 22.61 

9j 

22 

13 

Deaths  (civilians)  

. 630 

323 

[ Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
307  ^ the  estimated  civilian 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

Puerperal  sepsis 

• 

* 

[population  12.5 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births 

Other  maternal  causes 

...  2 

2.05 

2 

2.05 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  32.59 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 30.97 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 63.82 

Males.  Females.  Total 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  47  49  96 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  — — — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  cough  (all  ages)  — — — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  2 — 2 

,,  ,,  Diphtheria  (all  ages)  — — 


POPULATION. 

1931  census  : — 56,771. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  civilian  population 
for  statistical  purposes  for  1948  was  50,140.  This  shows  an  increase 
of  2730  on  the  1947  figure,  which  in  turn  showed  an  increase  of  4,040 
on  the  1946  figure.  The  rate  of  increase  appears  to  be  slowing  down 
as  the  population  approaches  the  pre-war  figure. 
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The  estimated  population  for  1939  and  succeeding  years  is  shown 
below7 : — 


1939 

53,090 

1944 

— 28,340 

1940 

43,730 

1945 

33,800 

1941 

28,350 

1946 

43,800 

1942 

- 25,200 

1947 

47,410 

1943 

26,146 

1948 

— 50,140 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  town  during  the  year 
w;as  951,  wThich  is  177  less  than  the  figure  for  1947.  The  decreased 
figure  when  applied  to  the  increased  population  figure  for  the  year  shows 
a fall  in  the  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  from  22.73 
in  1947  to  18.96  in  1948.  It  appears  that  the  birthrate  is  on  the  decline 
from  the  post-war  peak,  but  the  figure  is  still  above  pre-war  figures 
which  from  1931  to  1939  wrere  consistently  below  15  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  civilian  population. 

STILL-BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  still-births  registered  showed  a fall  from  32  in  1947 
to  22  in  1948,  which  represents  a rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 
births  of  22.61.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civilian  population 
was  0.45  as  compared  with  0.42  for  England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  among  residents  of  the  town  during  1948 
was  630,  which  is  one  less  than  for  1947  and  four  less  than  for  1946. 
The  closeness  of  these  figures  is  remarkable,  especially  in  view  of  the 
increase  in  population  during  the  period. 

The  death  rate  for  1948  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 
was  12.5  as  compared  with  13.3  in  1947. 

Numbers  and  percentages  of  deaths  at  various  age  groups  during 
1948  : — 


LTnder 

1 

year 

1 and 
under 

5 

5 and 
under 

15 

15  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Total 

all 

ages 

Males 

15 

4 

3 

19 

81 

201 

323 

Females 

16 

1 

1 

20 

47 

222 

307 

Persons 

31 

5 

4 

39 

128 

423 

630 

Percen- 
tage of 

4.9 

.79 

.63 

6.19 

20.3 

67.1 

total 

The  above  table  shows  among  other  things  that  67.1%  of  deaths 
occurred  at  the  age  of  65  or  over. 
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Deaths  From  All  Causes,  1948. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— ■ - 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Svstem  

18 

8 

26 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

3 

7 

Syphilitic  Disease  

3 

2 

5 

Influenza  

— 

- — 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomvelitis  and  Polio 

m/ 

Encephalitis 

1 

_ 

1 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer 

47 

49 

96 

Diabetes  

2 

4 

6 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesion 

26 

30 

56 

Heart  Disease 

116 

112 

228 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

8 

11 

19 

Bronchitis 

20 

9 

29 

Pneumonia 

6 

10 

16 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

8 

10 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

7 

2 

9 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

2 

— 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Digestive  Disorders  

5 

6 

11 

Nephritis 

13 

13 

26 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth 

3 

3 

6 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.,  Infant  Disorders 

7 

3 

10 

Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes 

9 

7 

16 

All  other  Causes 

. • 

1 

17 

24 

41 

i 

Total  All  Causes  

323 

307 

630 
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Deaths  from  cancer  increased  from  88  in  1947  to  96  in  1948. 

Of  the  deaths  due  to  other  diseases  most  prevalent  in  old  age  heart 
disease  accounted  for  an  increase  from  198  to  228,  intracranial  vascular 
lesion  for  a decrease  from  69  to  56,  and  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
(excluding  tuberculosis)  for  a decrease  from  82  to  55. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  was  responsible  for  26  deaths 
(1947-28)  giving  a rate  per  1,000  of  population  of  0.52.  Other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  accounted  for  7 deaths. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria  and  the  death  rate  from  infectious 
diseases  generally  was  very  low. 

PUERPERAL  MORTALITY. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  puerperal  sepsis. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  other  maternal  causes. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  31,  which 
gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  32.5.  The  figure 
for  England  and  Wales  for  1948  was  34  and  for  the  126  County  Boroughs 
and  great  towns  39. 

The  number  of  neonatal  deaths  (within  the  first  month  of  life) 
was  12,  and  it  is  of  interest  that  all  actually  occurred  within  the  first 
week  of  life. 


* 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Ministry  of  Health’s  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in 
Norwich  provided  facilities  for  public  health  laboratory  work  in  the  area. 

The  laboratory  of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital  provided 
facilities  for  general  pathological  work. 

Wassermann  and  Kahn  reactions  were  carried  out  by  the  County 
Laboratories,  Ipswich. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Ambulance  Service  became  part  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  on  5th  July,  and  is  dealt  with  in  that  section  of  the  report  on  page  20. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Nursing  in  the  home  became  part  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  on  5th  July,  and  is  dealt  with  in  that  section  of  the  report  on  page  18. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  School  Clinics  continued 
to  function  as  in  previous  years. 

On  5th  July  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic  passed  from  the  Local  Authority 
to  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but  by 
arrangement  the  full  time  staff  of  the  Health  Department  continued  to  run 
the  clinic  throughout  the  year. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  also  passed  to  the  Board  on  the  same 
date,  but  the  general  arrangements  and  staffing  remained  as  before. 


Hospitals. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Gorleston  Hospitals. — These  two  hospitals, 
which  amalgamated  into  one  administrative  unit  in  1947,  functioned 
as  such  through  1948.  On  5th  July  the  combined  hospital  was  taken 
over  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Northgate  Hospital. — The  Corporation  continued  to  run  this 
hospital  as  its  Public  Assistance  Hospital  until  5th  July  when  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  took  over.  171  patients  were  admitted  to  the  hospital 
during  the  year.  There  were  85  discharges  and  74  deaths. 


13 


The  Isolation  Hospitals. — The  Great  Yarmouth  Isolation  and 
Gorleston  Smallpox  Hospitals  remained  the  responsibility  of  the  Borough 
until  5th  July,  when  they  passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  continued  to  run  them  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  till  the  end  of  the  year. 

Statistics  relating  to  these  hospitals  will  be  found  under  Infectious 
Diseases  on  page  28. 


Domiciliary  Medical  Service. 

The  Public  Assistance  arrangements  for  domiciliary  medical  care 
continued  until  5th  July,  when  domiciliary  treatment  became  available 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  arrangements  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  for  maternity 
and  child  welfare  are  described  under  the  National  Health  Service  under 
the  headings  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  Domiciliary  Mid- 
wifery, and  Health  Visiting. 

A maternity  block  of  14  beds  was  opened  at  the  Great  Yarmouth 
General  Hospital  in  January  and  was  in  use  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
year.  202  deliveries  were  carried  out. 

Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  three  nursing  homes  registered  in  the  Borough.  No 
new  homes  were  registered  during  the  year. 
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National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 — Part  IIL 


GENERAL. 

On  5th  July,  1948,  the  appointed  day  under  this  Act,  the  Corporation 
assumed  responsibility  for  all  functions  under  Part  III  of  the  Act.  While 
some  of  these  were  entirely  new  to  the  Local  Authority,  some  were  largely 
continuations  of  functions  which  had  previously  been  carried  out  under 
other  powers.  The  following  is  a report  of  the  general  arrangements 
and  of  the  work  done  in  relation  to  each  service.  In  the  cases  where 
the  services  were  provided  by  the  Corporation  before  the  appointed 
day,  the  report  includes  the  work  of  the  whole  year. 

HEALTH  CENTRES— Section  21. 

The  Health  Committee  has  appointed  a Health  Centres  Sub- 
committee but  in  view  of  Ministry  of  Health  instructions  it  was  not 
possible  to  take  any  effective  action  during  the  year. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN— Section  22. 

Up  to  5th  July  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  was  main- 
tained on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years.  After  that  date  the  service 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  care  of  mothers  and  young 
children  under  Section  22  of  the  Act  was  in  practice  a continuation 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service,  less  domiciliary  midwifery 
and  health  visiting  which  are  provided  under  different  sections  of  the 
Act  and  are  now  described  separately. 

Ante-natal  Clinics. 

The  following  were  the  arrangements  for  Ante-natal  Clinics  : — 
Great  Yarmouth  Clinic  : Wednesday  and  Friday,  9.30  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 
Gorleston  Clinic : Tuesday  and  Thursday,  9.30  a.m.  to 

11.30  a.m. 

Work  of  Ante-natal  Clinic  : — 


Great 

Yarmouth 

Gorleston 

Total 

New  cases 

113 

111 

224 

Re-examinations 

452 

435 

887 

Total 

565 

546 

mi 

Out  of  a total  of  249  cases  for  which  midwives  were  responsible 
under  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service,  224  attended  the  Ante-natal 
Clinic. 
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Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  as  follows  : — 

Great  Yarmouth  Clinic  : Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  2.30  p.m.  to 

4.30  p.m. 

Gorleston  Clinic : Monday  and  Wednesday,  2.30  p.m.  to 

4.30  p.m. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  visits  paid  to  the  Centres  : — 


Clinic 

Infants  0-1 

Children  1-5 

Total 

Great  Yarmouth 

7870 

1972 

9842 

Gorleston 

5706 

996 

6702 

The  following  table  shows  the  examinations  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Officer  : — 


Age 

No.  of 

Infants  examined 

No.  of 

re-examinations 

Total 

-1 

670 

1463 

2133 

-2 

158 

237 

395 

-3 

66 

91 

157 

-4 

90 

47 

137 

-5 

11 

16 

27 

Total 

995 

1854 

2849 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Food,  dried  milk  and  vitamin 
supplements  were  distributed  at  Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-natal  Clinics. 
Other  foods  and  nutritive  supplements  were  also  available  at  the  clinics. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

Maternity  outfits  were  available  for  domiciliary  confinements  and 
after  5th  July  were  free  of  charge.  337  certificates  for  the  supply  of 
these  were  issued  between  5th  July  and  the  end  of  the  year. 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Senior  Dental  Officer  : — 
Facilities  for  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children  under  the  age  of  5 were  available  under  the  Council’s  dental 
service  throughout  the  year. 
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All  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics  and  requiring  dental 
treatment  were  invited  to  use  the  facilities,  but  only  a few  took  advantage 
of  them  and  the  response  from  nursing  mothers  and  young  children 
was  also  disappointing.  It  should  be  remarked  however  that  had  the 
response  been  large  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  cope  with  the 
work  after  July  as  the  only  assistant  dental  officer  resigned  then  and 
it  was  not  found  possible  to  fill  the  vacancy.  This  has  been  a common 
experience  in  most  Public  Dental  Services  in  the  country. 

The  Dental  Service  offered  includes  general  anaesthesia  and  the 
provision  of  artificial  dentures  when  required,  but  conservative  treatment 
was,  of  course,  carried  out  wherever  possible. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  : — 


Patients  examined  by  Dental  Officer  7 

Found  to  require  treatment  5 

Treated  5 

Made  dentally  fit  1 


Treatment  of  four  patients  was  incomplete  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Babies. 

The  Council  makes  a grant  of  .£100  to  the  Norwich  Diocesan  Council 
for  Moral  Welfare  and  maintains  a close  liaison  with  the  work  of  this 
body  in  relation  to  local  residents.  The  Borough  also  accepts  respons- 
ibility for  the  maintenance  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  babies  in 
St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  the  Mother  and  Baby  Home  run  in  the  town  by  the 
Diocesan  Council.  Two  cases  were  admitted  under  these  arrangements 
during  the  year. 

Premature  Babies. 

Two  cots  wdth  full  equipment  for  the  adequate  nursing  of  premature 
babies  in  the  home  were  provided  during  the  year  and  made  available 
on  loan. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  The  usual  follow  up  and 
investigations  were  carried  out  and  no  impairment  of  sight  resulted 
from  the  infection. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

As  from  the  5th  July  the  work  under  this  heading  should  have 
become  the  responsibility  of  the  Children’s  Committee  and  the  Children’s 
Officer,  but  it  was  in  fact  carried  out  by  the  Health  Committee  throughout 
the  year  pending  the  appointment  of  a Children’s  Officer.  During  the 
year  one  mother  in  charge  of  one  child  was  supervised  by  the  Child 
Life  Protection  Visitor. 


17 


MIDWIVES  SERVICE- Section  23. 

The  Municipal  Midwives  Service  provided  under  the  Midwives 
Act,  1936,  was  continued  until  5th  July,  1948  when  it  became  the  Mid- 
wives  Service  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

The  Authority  employed  one  non-medical  supervisor  and  10  mid- 
wives at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  in  October  one  midwife  was 
transferred  to  the  Health  Visitors  Service,  and  in  view  of  the  decreasing 
demands  resulting  from  the  decreasing  birth  rate  the  vacancy  was  not  filled. 

Apparatus  for  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  was  available 
and  transport  was  provided  for  delivering  the  apparatus  to  any  home 
on  request  by  a midwife,  but  only  two  of  the  midwives  were  qualified 
to  administer  this  analgesia.  Arrangements  were  put  in  hand  for  the 


training  of  the  remaining  midwives. 

Total  notified  births  and  stillbirths  in  the  Borough  during  1948  979 

Number  attended  by  Municipal  Midwives  ......  683 

Number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  as  midwife  249 

Number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  as  Maternity  Nurse  434 

Home  visits  paid  by  midwives — ante-natal  1294 

Home  visits  paid  by  midwives — nursing  11710 

Attendances  by  midwives  at  ante-natal  Clinic  181 


The  Midwives  Service  attended  68.7%  of  all  births  in  the  Borough. 

Medical  aid  wras  sought  on  51  occasions. 

HEALTH  VISITING— Section  24. 

The  Health  Visiting  Service  provided  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936  was  continued  after  the  5th  July  as  the  Health  Visiting  Service 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946.  Up  to  that  date  the  health 
visitors’  duties  were  confined  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
young  children,  but  the  new  Act  extended  them  to  include  the  whole 
family. 

There  was  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  staff  for 
the  work.  Four  health  visitors  were  employed  but  they  were  able  to 
devote  their  time  entirely  to  health  visiting  and  had  no  duties  in  relation 
to  the  School  Medical  Service  for  which  separate  staff  was  available. 
During  the  year,  however,  it  was  decided  to  initiate  a reversal  to  the 
previous  policy  of  combining  the  duties  of  health  visitor  and  school 
nurse  in  one  appointment.  Arrangements  were  made  for  one  of  the  three 
school  nurses  employed  by  the  Education  Committee  to  undertake  a 
course  of  training  in  health  visiting  and  on  her  return  in  1949  she  will 
hold  a combined  appointment.  A retirement  vacancy  which  occurred 
in  the  health  visiting  staff  during  the  year  was  filled  by  a transfer  from 
the  midwifes’  staff  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  under 
Circular  31  /46. 


18 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  health  visitors  : — 


Home  visits  to  expectant  mothers  : — 

Primary  visits  410 

Re-visits  374 

Home  visits  to  children  : — 

First  visits  to  infants  945 

Periodical  re-visits  to  infants  0-1  year  6839 

Periodical  re-visits  to  children  1-5  years  4423 

Visits  to  infants  on  account  of  illness  0-1  year  1033 

Visits  to  children  on  account  of  illness  1-5  years  2181 

General  health  visiting  on  account  of  illness  : — 763 

Visits  to  children  on  account  of  cleanliness  or  neglect  209 

Any  other  visits  not  classified  above : — 219 

Number  of  attendances  at  Clinics  : — 

Ante-natal  188 

Infant  Welfare  422 

Post-natal  * 42 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  50 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE— Section  25. 

Until  5th  July  the  Gorleston  Nursing  Association,  the  Great  Yar- 
mouth Queen’s  Nursing  Association  and  the  Christmas  Charity  continued, 
as  in  previous  years,  to  provide  this  service  in  the  Borough.  On  that 
date  the  staffs  of  the  first  two  were,  by  previous  arrangement,  taken 
over  by  the  Corporation  as  the  staff  of  its  Home  Nursing  Service  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  Section  25,  and  the  service  came  under 
the  direct  administration  of  the  Health  Department. 

Seven  nurses  were  employed  and  although  this  number  was  barely 
adequate  to  meet  the  demands  at  peak  periods,  the  service  in  general 
ran  smoothly. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  : — 


New  cases  319 

Total  cases  dealt  with  738 

No.  of  visits  by  nurses  8860 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION— Section  26. 
Vaccination. 

Until  5th  July  the  arrangements  for  compulsory  vaccination  by  the 
Vaccination  Officer  continued  as  in  previous  years.  On  that  date  com- 
pulsory vaccination  and  the  post  of  Vaccination  Officer  were  abolished 
by  the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  the  Local  Health  Authority 
had  the  duty  of  making  arrangements  with  medical  practitioners  for 
the  vaccination  of  those  in  the  area  who  desired  it. 

All  doctors  practising  in  the  area  were  invited  to  take  part  in  the 
scheme  and  19  accepted.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  supply 
of  record  cards  and  vaccine  lymph  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
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Norwich,  and  the  scheme  operated  smoothly  with  the  exception  that 
the  negotiations  between  the  profession  and  the  Ministry  on  the  fees 
payable  for  the  service  were  not  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  statistics  show  that  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Health 
Department  staff  to  persuade  parents  to  have  infants  vaccinated,  there 
was  a considerable  fall  in  the  numbers  after  compulsory  vaccination 
was  abolished. 

1st  January,  1948  to  4th  July,  1948:  172  primary  vaccinations 

2 re-vaccinations 

5th  July,  1948  to  31st  December,  1948:  83  primary  vaccinations 

12  re-vaccinations 


Total  269 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Until  5th  July  the  Local  Authority’s  arrangements  continued  as 
in  previous  years.  A weekly  clinic  was  held,  to  which  parents  were 
encouraged  to  bring  their  children  without  appointment,  and  immunisa- 
tion was  also  available  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  Schools  and  School 
Clinics.  Extensive  propaganda  was  used  by  personal  approach,  talks, 
leaflets  and  posters. 

This  scheme  was  maintained  after  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  came  into  force,  and  in  addition  the  Local  Health  Authority  carried 
out  its  duty  of  making  arrangements  similar  to  those  for  vaccination 
with  doctors  practising  in  the  area.  Nineteen  doctors  accepted  invitations 
to  take  part,  and  record  cards  and  immunising  agents  were  made  available 
from  the  Health  Department.  The  scheme  worked  smoothly  but,  as 
in  the  case  of  vaccination,  the  fees  payable  for  the  service  had  not  been 
decided  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  age  groups  of  immunised  children  for 
the  years  1941  to  1948  inclusive. 


Year 

Numbers  Immunised. 

0-5 

5-15 

Total 

1941 

344 

1694 

2038 

1942 

252 

346 

598 

1943 

252 

106 

358 

1944 

357 

213 

570 

1945 

370 

64 

434 

1946 

531 

158 

689 

1947 

659 

105 

764 

1948 

830 

94 

924 

It  is  estimated  that  the  percentage  of  immunised  children  between 
0 and  15  years  in  the  Borough  is  57.72%.  The  estimate  for  those  under 
5 years  is  48.01%  and  for  those  between  5 and  15  years  64.27% 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

The  effectiveness  of  whooping  cough  immunisation  is  not  yet  proven 
and  it  was  not  therefore  pressed  in  the  same  way  as  diphtheria  immunisa- 
tion. It  was,  however,  available  at  clinics  for  children  whose  parents 
expressed  a wish  for  it. 

No  arrangements  were  made  with  medical  practitioners,  but  immun- 
isations carried  out  with  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
vaccine  were  accepted  under  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE— Section  27. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Corporation  provided  the  only  Ambulance 
Service  in  the  area.  On  5th  July  this  service  became  part  of  the  National 
Health  Service,  but  as  the  Corporation  remained  the  responsible  authority 
there  was  little  change  in  the  arrangements.  Four  ambulances  and  one 
sitting  case  car  were  available. 

By  arrangement  with  the  adjoining  Local  Health  Authorities  the 
service  covered  the  Parishes  of  Belton,  Bradwell,  Burgh  Castle,  Fritton 
and  Hopton  for  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council,  and  the  Parish  of 
Caister  and  (for  accident  and  emergency  calls)  the  Acle  New  Road  for 
the  Norfolk  County  Council.  The  demands  on  the  service  were  con- 
siderably increased  after  5th  July  but  they  were  adequately  met  and  the 
service  ran  smoothly  throughout  the  year.  The  following  summary 
shows  the  work  done  up  to  5th  July  and  from  that  date  to  the  end  of 
the  year. 


1st  January 

5th  July 

to 

to 

4th  July 

31st  December 

Total  number  of  calls 

1041 

1846 

Total  mileage — ambulances  

9997 

19118 

sitting  case  car 

6458 

5771 

Analysis  of  calls  : — 

Maternity  cases 

62 

81 

Road  accidents 

18 

36 

Emergency  cases 

120 

208 

Infectious  diseases 

62 

124 

General — ambulances 

702 

1300 

sitting  case  car 

77 

97 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE— 

Section  28. 

The  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  continued  to  make  allowances 
and  give  other  forms  of  assistance  to  tuberculous  patients  and  their  relatives 
under  Ministry  of  Health  Memorandum  266 /T  up  to  5th  July,  1948, 
when  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force. 
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The  following  are  particulars  of  patients  in  receipt  of  tuberculosis 
allowances  up  to  that  date  : — 


Patients 

Category 

Total  cash 

M. 

F. 

paid  out 

Maintenance 

7 

4 

£145  9 4 

Special  (pocket  money) 

— 

3 

£13  10  0 

Total 

7 

7 

£158  19  4 

Particulars  of  tuberculous  patients  and  dependents  in  receipt  of 
assistance  from  the  Welfare  Services  Department  up  to  5th  July  : — 


Designation  of  Recipient 

# 

District 

Total 

North 

South 

Gorleston 

Man 

1 



1 

Woman 

5 

3 

3 

11 

Man  and  dependent  wife 

4 

— 

1 

5 

Man,  dependent  wife  and  family 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Woman  and  dependent  child 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

• 

10 

4 

6 

20 

This  assistance  covered  8 men,  19  women  and  5 children,  a total 
of  32  individuals,  at  a cost  of  £751  14s.  Od. 

On  5th  July  the  responsibility  for  making  allowances  to  tuberculous 
patients  passed  to  the  National  Assistance  Board.  The  Tuberculosis 
and  Care  Committee,  a sub-committee  of  the  Health  Committee  then 
became  responsible  for  carrying  out- the  functions  of  the  Local  Authority 
under  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  in  relation  to  all  illness, 
including  tuberculosis  but  excluding  mental  illness  which  is  dealt  with 
by  the  Mental  Health  Sub-committee. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Tuberculosis  Visitor  visited  the  homes  of  patients,  encouraged 
contacts  to  attend  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  examination  and  re- 
examination, and  reported  on  the  needs  of  patients  and  their  relatives. 

Suitable  patients  were  referred  to  the  Disablement  and  Re-habilitation 
Officer  for  employment,  and  two  were  maintained  for  purposes  of  rehabil- 
itation at  Pap  worth  Village  Settlement.  21  patients  were  provided 
with  free  milk  and  12  were  re-housed  as  a result  of  representations  made 
by  the  Health  Department  to  the  Housing  Department.  Facilities 
were  also  available  for  supplying  beds,  clothing,  nursing  requisites  and 
other  needs  of  tuberculous  patients. 
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Other  Types  of  Illness. 

All  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Authority  were  visited  by 
Health  Visitors  and  helped  or  advised,  as  required.  Only  a few  cases 
were  dealt  with,  however,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  develop  the  scheme 
greatly  because  the  Department  was  understaffed  with  Health  Visitors,  and 
those  available  were  already  fully  engaged  with  their  duties  in  relation 
to  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children.  Domestic  help  was  the  form 
of  help  most  frequently  required  and  the  number  of  cases  helped  in  this 
way  will  be  found  under  that  heading. 

Arrangements  were  available  for  following  up  venereal  diseases 
contacts  and  defaulters,  where  required.  One  person  was  notified  as  a 
possible  source  of  infection  and  was  persuaded  to  attend  the  clinic  where 
the  existence  of  disease  was  confirmed  and  treatment  instituted. 

Loan  of  Nursing  Equipment. 

Throughout  the  year  three  depots  for  the  loan  of  nursing  equipment 
were  run  by  two  voluntary  organisations  in  the  town.  Negotiations 
took  place  with  a view  to  incorporating  these  depots  within  the  Local 
Health  Authority’s  proposals,  but  were  not  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Health  Education. 

There  are  few  activities  of  the  Health  Department  which  do  not 
include  some  health  education.  It  is  an  essential  part  of  the  work  of 
the  Health  Visitors  in  the  homes  of  the  people,  and  of  the  doctors  and 
Health  Visitors  working  together  in  the  clinics. 

Full  use  was  made  of  posters  and  pamphlets  obtained  from  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  to  which  the  Local  Health  Authority 
subscribes,  and  from  other  sources.  Talks  and  lectures  were  given  by 
members  of  the  staff  to  various  clubs  and  societies  in  the  town  and  courses 
in  parentcraft  were  conducted  in  two  senior  girls’  schools  in  the  town. 

Although  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  does  not  come  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  mention  should  be  made  here  of  the 
large  amount  of  valuable  work  carried  out  by  them  in  educating  staffs 
of  shops,  cafes  and  restaurants  in  the  hygienic  handling  of  food. 

DOMESTIC  HELP— Section  29. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  continued  to  operate  throughout  the 
year  and  after  5th  July  constituted  the  service  provided  by  the  Authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

The  Supervisor  of  Midwives  acted  as  the  supervisor  of  the  service. 
One  full-time  and  a variable  number  of  part-time  Home  Helps  were 
employed.  The  principal  difficulty  in  this  service  was  that  of 
obtaining  suitable  and  sufficient  staff  to  meet  the  fluctuating  calls  on 
the  service.  Part-time  staff  can  meet  these  fluctuations  and  are  usually 
available  for  engagement  in  the  winter  months,  but  in  the  summer  the 
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demand  for  female  staff  by  the  hotel  and  catering  trades  in  the  town, 
at  higher  rates  of  pay,  makes  it  impossible  to  find  any  for  the  Domestic 
Help  Service. 

The  scale  suggested  by  the  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations 
for  the  recovery  of  charges  for  this  service  was  open  to  the  criticism 
that  it  did  not  allow  for  variations  in  charges  according  to  the  number 
of  hours  weekly  for  which  a Domestic  Help  was  supplied  ; it  was  therefore 
adopted  only  after  suitable  modification  to  allow  for  this  factor. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  : — 

1st  January  5th  July 
to  to 

4th  July  31st  December 

Maternity  cases  16  11 

Other  cases  8 24 

MENTAL  HEALTH — Sections  28  and  51. 
Administration. 

The  Mental  Health  Committee  is  a sub-committee  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  is  constituted  as  follows  : — 

The  Chairman,  Vice  Chairman  and  four  members  of  the  Health 

Committee. 

The  Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Welfare  Services 

Committee. 

One  other  member  of  the  Council  who  is  not  a member  of 

the  Health  Committee. 

Five  co-opted  members. 

Meetings  are  held  at  not  less  than  quarterly  intervals  and  more 
frequently  if  required. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  one  of  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  are  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Control  for  mental 
deficiency  purposes.  The  Authority  employed  one  mental  health  worker 
who  combined  the  duties  of  supervising  mental  defectives  in  their 
homes  with  those  of  Supervisor  of  the  Occupation  Centre.  Two  part- 
time  duly  authorised  officers  were  also  employed  and  combined  these 
duties  with  those  of  welfare  officers  in  the  Welfare  Services  Department. 
Negotiations  took  place  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  regarding 
the  appointment  of  psychiatric  social  workers  on  a regional  basis  and 
their  joint  use  by  the  Board  and  Local  Authorities.  It  was  not  found 
possible  however  to  obtain  the  services  of  one  in  this  area. 

Close  liaison  was  established  in  all  matters  of  mutual  interest  with  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  Hellesdon  Mental  Hospital,  Little  Plumstead 
Mental  Deficiency  Colony,  the  Psychiatric  Clinic  of  the  General  Hospital, 
and  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  Mental 
Hospital  to  report  all  admissions  and  discharges  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  with  requests  for  follow-up  or  supervisory  visits  when  required. 
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Similarly  the  mental  deficiency  colony  provided  information  on  all  cases 
on  trial  or  licence  or  on  holiday  in  the  area.  Visits  and  reports  in  con- 
nection with  the  information  supplied  were  done  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment staff. 

The  after-care  of  certain  ex-service  patients  in  the  area  was  delegated 
to  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health,  the  Corporation  accepting 
financial  responsibility.  The  services  of  this  Association  were  also 
used  for  the  supervision  of  mental  defectives  under  guardianship  in 
distant  parts  of  the  country. 

No  arrangements  were  initiated  for  the  training  of  mental  health 
workers. 

Account  of  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community. 

Prevention,  Care  and  Aftercare. 

From  5th  July  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  Health  Department  received 
information  about  30  homes  where  service  under  this  heading  was 
required  ; all  the  homes  were  visited,  appropriate  advice  and  assistance 
given,  and  follow-up  visits  paid  where  necessary. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930. 

From  5th  July  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  duly  authorised  officers 
dealt  with  the  following  cases  : — 


Admissions  to  Hospital. 
Voluntary  — Section  1 of  M. 

T. 

Male.  Female. 

Total. 

Act,  1930  

Temporary — Section  5 of  M. 

T. 

11 

29 

40 

Act,  1930 

— 1 

1 

Certified — Lunacy  Act,  1890 

4 

3 

7 

15  33  48 


It  is  to  be  noted  that  85%  of  the  admissions  to  hospital  were  arranged 
without  certification. 

In  addition,  9 visits  were  paid  to  persons  alleged  to  be  suffering 
from  mental  illness  and  who  were  dealt  with  otherwise  than  by  admission 
to  mental  hospitals. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938. 


The  position  regarding  mental 

defectives  at 

the  end 

of  the 

was  as  follows  : — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

In  Institutions  : — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

7 

2 

9 

Aged  16  years  and  over  

21 

14 

35 

On  Licence  : — 


Over  16  years  of  age 


2 


1 


3 


25 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Under  Guardianship  : — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

1 

— 

1 

Over  16  years 

— 

1 

1 

Statutory  Supervision  : — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

12 

9 

21 

Over  16  years 

18 

8 

26 

Voluntary  Supervision  : — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

2 

— 

2 

Over  16  years 

4 

12 

16 

Mental  defectives  not  at  present  “ subject 

to  be  dealt  with  ” but  for 

whom  the 

Local  Health  Authority 

may  sub- 

sequently  become  liable 

6 

4 

10 

73 

51 

124 

Ascertainment. 

Four  cases  were  investigated  during  the  year  on  information  received 


from  the  following  sources  : — 

Local  Education  Authority,  Education  Act,  1946, 

Section  57  (3)  3 

Police  Courts,  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  Section  8 1 

The  following  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  these  defectives  : — 

Placed  in  institution  by  order  1 

Placed  under  statutory  supervision  3 


One  child  who  had  previously  been  notified  under  Section  57  (3) 
of  the  Education  Act  1946  was  re-examined  during  the  year,  and  the 
original  report  cancelled  under  Section  8 of  the  Education  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1948. 

Guardianship  and  Supervision. 

The  mental  health  worker  paid  regular  visits  to  all  defectives  under 
guardianship  or  supervision  ; 308  such  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

Of  the  two  defectives  under  guardianship,  one  was  in  a distant 
part  of  the  country  and  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health 
made  quarterly  visits  and  reports  on  behalf  of  the  Authority. 

Training. 

During  the  year  the  Occupation  Centre  was  moved  from  the  Park 
Baptist  Church  to  better  premises  at  St.  Mary’s  Schoolroom,  Southtown. 
The  Authority  intends  to  build  a new  Occupation  Centre  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  staff  of  the  Centre  consists  of  the  Supervisor,  an  Assistant 
Supervisor,  and  one  full-time  and  one  part-time  assistant.  Special 
transport  was  provided  for  the  defectives  to  and  from  the  Centre.  New 
equipment  and  new  methods  of  training  were  introduced  during  the 
year  and  resulted  in  a great  improvement  in  the  work  of  the  Centre. 
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Dental  inspections  and  treatment  of  defectives  attending  the  Centre 
were  also  introduced.  A Christmas  Party  and  Summer  Outing  were 
held  and  were  most  successful. 

During  the  year  one  male  was  enrolled  and  two  females  were  dis- 
charged from  the  Centre.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  23  defectives, 
11  male  and  12  female,  on  the  register. 

Close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  Disablement  and  Rehabilitation 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  and  3 defectives 
were  referred  to  him  for  training  during  the  year. 

Ambulances. 

All  facilities  of  the  Ambulance  Service  described  on  page  20  were 
available  for  mental  patients  throughout  the  year. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948— Section  47 

This  section  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  deals  with  the  com- 
pulsory removal  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions 
who  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from 
other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention.  Three  cases  were  brought 
to  notice  during  the  year,  but  on  investigation  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  felt  justified  in  issuing  a certificate  in  only  one  of  the  cases.  This 
certificate  was  not,  however,  brought  to  Court  as  the  patient  finally 
agreed  to  go  into  hospital  voluntarily. 
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Infectious  Diseases 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  record  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 
This  is  undoubtedly  related  to  the  diphtheria  immunisation  carried 
out  in  the  town,  but  it  is  a position  which  cannot  be  maintained  unless 
an  increasing  number  of  parents  show  a proper  sense  of  responsibility 
towards  their  children  by  taking  advantage  of  the  scheme  described 
on  pige  19. 
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Five  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  and  there  was  one  death.  Three 
were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  two  were  diagnosed  in  general 
hospitals  and  were  retained  there  in  isolation. 

Scarlet  fever  remained  of  a mild  type  but  the  incidence  was  more 
than  doubled. 

Whooping  cough  showed  a very  high  incidence.  Seven  com- 
plicated cases  were  treated  in  hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Measles  accounted  for  481  notifications.  Seven  complicated  cases 
were  treated  in  hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions,  deaths  and 
discharges  at  the  hospital  during  1948  : — 


Small- 

pox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Enteric 

Group 

Diph- 

theria 

Other 

Diseases 

Total 

Remaining  on 

31.12.47 

Admitted 

— 

6 

8 

1 " 

3 

17 

during  1948 
Died  in 

— 

119 

'i 

i 

— 

109 

229 

hospital 

Discharged 

— 

— 

. 

— 

7 

7 

during  1948 
Remaining  on 

■ 

115 

9 

98 

222 

31.12.48 

10 

- 

7 

17 

Admissions  into  the  Isolation  Hospital 
including  patients  from  other  Authorities  : — 

in  each  month  of  1948, 

Month 

Small 

pox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Enteric 

Group 

Diph- 

theria 

Other 

Diseases 

Total 

January 

— 

5 - 

1 

— 

8 

14 

February 

— 

3 

— 

— 

11 

14 

March 

— 

6 

— 

— 

11 

17 

April 

— 

1 

— 

— 

13 

14 

May 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

June 

— 

2 

— 

— - 

8 

10 

July 

— 

21 

— 

— 

18 

39 

August 

— 

20 

— 

9 

10 

30 

September 

— 

14 

— 

— 

5 

19 

October 

— 

12 

— 

— 

4 

16 

November 

— 

22 

— 

— 

4 

26 

December 

— 

13 

— 

— 

11 

24 

Total 

— 

119 

1 

— 

109 

229 

30 


Total  annual  patient  days  ......  5532 

Average  daily  bed  occupancy  rate  15 

Maximum  bed  occupancy  rate  29 

Minimum  bed  occupancy  rate  2 

Cases  accepted  from  other  Authorities  . ....  15 

Cases  referred  to  other  Authorities  3 

Operations  performed  — 

Returned  cases  1 


The  Gorleston  Smallpox  Hospital  was  not  brought  into  use  during 
the  year.  After  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  took  over,  arrangements 
for  the  accommodation  of  smallpox  cases  were  made  on  a regional  basis, 
and  it  is  probable  that  its  designation  as  a hospital  will  be  cancelled. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  continued  under  the  Local  Authority 
until  5th  July  when,  as  the  Chest  Clinic,  it  became  the  responsibility 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
continued  to  run  the  Clinic  on  behalf  of  the  Board  until  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  addition  to  the  medical  staff  a full-time  Tuberculosis  Visitor 
was  employed  for  home  visiting  and  dispensary  duties. 

The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  301.  The  following  table  shows  an  analysis  of  these 
cases  : — 


Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F 

Total 

0-5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

5-15 

5 

2 

7 

7 

5 

12 

15-25 

18 

17 

35 

6 

8 

14 

25-35 

42 

24 

66 

7 

4 

11 

35-45 

31 

28 

59 

2 

3 

5 

45-55 

35 

16 

51 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

13 

12 

25 

2 

1 

3 

65+ 

6 

5 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

150 

104 

254 

25 

22 

47 

31 


Summary  of  notifications  during  the  yeaar 


Formal  Notifications 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications 
new  cases  of  tuberculosis 


0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

Pulmonary 

(Males) 

1 

2 

4 

4 

6 

5 

2 

Pulmonary 

(Females) 

_ 



2 

3 

5 

3 





Non-pulmonary 

(Males) 



2 

2 













1 

Non-pulmonary 

(Females) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65- 


2 

2 


Total 

Notifi- 

cations 


26 

15 

5 

5 


Supplemental  return — New  cases  of  tuberculosis  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  otherwise 
than  by  formal  notification  : — 


0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

■ 

25-. 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  + 

Total 

Pulmonary 

(Males) 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

14 

Pulmonary 

(Females) 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 



1 





4 

Non-pulmonary 

(Males) 





_ 







1 









1 

Non-pulmonary 

(Females) 

— 

— 

1 

— . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Deaths  occurring  from  tuberculosis  during  1948  : — 


0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

45- 

65  + 

Total 

Pulmonary  (Males) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

7 

1 

18 

Pulmonary  (Females) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

1 

8 

Non-pulmonary  (Males) 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

! Non-pulmonary  (Females) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Total 

1 

3 

1 

— 

19 

7 

2 

33 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  tuberculosis  is  0.65. 
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Particulars  of  patients  admitted  to  sanatoria  in  1948  : — 


Sanatorium 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Deaths 

In  Hospital 
31.12.48 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Kelling 

22 

1 

20 

— 

4 

— 

9 

1 

Bramblewood 

— 

13 

. 

10 

— 

— 2- 

— 

5 

Papworth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Brompton  Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

East  Anglian  San. 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Ipswich  Isolation 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Children’s  San. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Hartismere  Hosp. 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

King  George’s  San. 

for  Sailors 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

24 

20 

20 

12 

5 

— 

11 

13 

44 

32 

5 

24 

Summary  of  work  done  in  the  chest  clinic  : — 

New  cases  examined  187 

Attendance  of  contacts  149 

Attendance  of  old  cases  617 

Total  attendances  953 

No.  of  cases  on  Dispensary  register,  31st  December,  1948  301 

Domiciliary  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  1247 

No.  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  to  sanatoria  and 

hospitals  18 

X-ray  examinations  arranged  413 

No  mass  miniature  radiography  unit  operated  during  1948. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

The  Local  Authority  continued  to  run  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 
until  5th  July,  1948,  when  it  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  new  cases  seen  during  the  year  : — 


Syphilis,  primary  

Male. 

5 

Female. 

Total, 

5 

Syphilis,  secondary 

2 

3 

5 

Syphilis  latent  in  1st  year  of  infection 

— 

2 

2 

Syphilis,  all  later  stages 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilis,  congenital 

1 

1 

2 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea,  1st  year  of  infection 

15 

2 

17 

Gonorrhoea,  later 

— 

— 

— 

Non-venereal  conditions 

61 

21 

82 
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Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  treatment  centre 
during  the  year,  classified  according  to  the  area  in  which  the  patients 
resided  : — 


Great 

Yarmouth 

Norfolk 

East 

Suffolk 

Total 

A.  No.  of  cases  from  each 
area  included  under  the  fol- 
lowing headings  : — 

Syphilis 

14 

1 

15 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

15 

2 

— 

17 

Non-venereal  conditions 

67 

10 

5 

82 

Total 

96 

12 

6 

114 

B.  Total  number  of  attend- 
ances of  all  patients  residing 
in  each  area  : — 

1619 

315 

103 

2037 

Several  patients  in  the  above  table  classified  as  “ Great  Yarmouth  ” 
were  from  shipping  in  the  port. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  Supply 

1.  The  water  supply  was  provided  by  the  Great  Yarmouth  Waterworks 
Company.  The  source  of  the  water  was  the  River  Bure  with  the  intake 
at  Horning,  and  there  was  an  alternative  source  from  Ormesby  Broad 
which  was  brought  into  use  when  the  salinity  of  the  river  water  became 
too  high. 

Prechlorination  is  used  to  control  mussel  growths  in  the  pipes 
leading  the  water  to  the  purification  works  at  Ormesby.  The  purification 
process  comprises  3|  days  storage,  primary  rapid  filtration  and  secondary 
slow  sand  filtration,  followed  by  chloramination. 

The  supply  was  sufficient  in  quantity  throughout  the  year  and  no 
restrictions  on  its  use  were  imposed.  The  average  consumption  was 
44J  gallons  per  day  per  head  for  all  purposes,  but  this  figure  is  based 
on  the  resident  population  and  does  not  take  account  of  the  large  number 
of  summer  visitors. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  from 
supply  pipes  were  carried  out  monthly  ; the  results  were  consistently 
satisfactory. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  the  waters  were  liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

All  except  four  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied 
by  the  Company’s  mains. 


2.  Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  about  17,000  w.c’s.  and  10  privies  in  the  Borough,  the 
latter,  for  temporary  use  during  the  Fishing  Season. 


3.  Public  Cleansing. 

Most  houses  are  provided  with  portable  iron  dustbins.  The  house 
refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  private  houses  and  daily  during  the 
summer  season  from  hotels  and  boarding  houses. 


4.  Provision  of  Proper  Dust  Receptacles. 

During  the  year,  226  notices  were  served  on  owners  where  inadequate 
dust  receptacles  were  provided,  resulting  in  sanitary  dustbins  being 
provided. 
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5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  work  carried  out  in  the  above  department  during  the  year  1948. 

Particulars  as  to  the  nature  and  number  of  nuisances  reported  to 
the  Health  Committee,  and  dealt  with  by  statutory  notices,  also  works 
of  a similar  nature,  but  dealt  with  by  preliminary  notices. 

General  Sanitation 
Table  A. 

No.  of 


Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection.  Visits. 

Water  Supply  52 

Drainage  1820 

Stables  and  Piggeries  75 

Offensive  Trades  295 

Fried  Fish  Shops  240 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  258 

Factories  151 

Workshops  180 

Work  Places  and  Fish  Curers  184 

Bakehouses  104 

Public  Conveniences  190 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  82 

Refuse  Collection  ' 140 

Refuse  Disposal  64 

Rats  and  Mice  66 

Smoke  Observations  28 

Schools  36 

Shops  520 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  1932 

Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  in  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  134 

Visits  re  Disinfection  22 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  160 
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Table  B. 

During  the  year,  the  following  works  have  been  carried  out  undei 
Statutory  and  Preliminary  Notices,  the  number  of  notices  served  being 
297  Statutory  and  743  Preliminary. 

No. 

Privies  replaced  with  water  closets  1 

New  drains  laid  , 82 

Drains  cleaned  and  repaired  386 

Pedestal  closets  provided  84 

Earthenware  gulley  traps  fixed  39 

Flushing  cisterns  fixed  to  closets  28 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  and  limewashed  28 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  238 

Nuisances  from  overcrowding  abated  16 

Animals  and  poultry  removed  38 

Water  closets  repaired  186 

New  sinks  erected  36 

Drains  intercepted  from  sewers  24 

Rainwater  cisterns  abolished  6 

Sink  waste  pipes  disconnected  12 

Yards,  passages  and  floors  concreted  103 

Drains  ventilated  16 

Spouting  and  fall  pipes  provided  154 

Cow-sheds  and  Slaughter-houses  limewashed  10 

Bakehouses  limewashed  46 

Flouses  provided  with  Company’s  water  2 

Damp  courses  inserted  4 

Houses  ventilated  12 

Rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  36 

Dilapidations  made  good  754 

Under  floor  spaces  ventilated  68 

Manure  bins  provided  2 

Dustbins  provided  226 

Miscellaneous  items  548 

Drain  Testing. 

During  the  year,  1,069  complaints  have  been  received  from  house- 
holders and  others,  respecting  the  condition  of  the  drains  and  sanitary 
fittings  of  houses  and  other  premises.  An  examination  of  the  sanitary 
arrangements  was  made  in  every  instance,  and,  if  necessary,  the  smoke 
test  was  applied  to  the  drains.  This  resulted  in  the  detection  of  46 
defective  drains,  also  many  other  nuisances.  The  necessary  notices 
were  served  in  the  usual  course,  and  the  terms  of  the  notices  were  com- 
plied with. 

The  total  number  of  drain  tests  made  during  the  year  was  132, 
and  the  number  of  defects  found  was  58.  Particulars  as  to  the  nature  of 
these  defects  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Table  C. 


Showing  the  localities  of  sewer  gas  escapes  discovered  by  drain 


testing. 

No. 

Into  Living  Rooms  9 

,,  Kitchens  and  sculleries  . 12 

,,  Bedrooms  .......  3 

„ Lobbies  and  other  parts  of  houses  11 

,,  Internal  W.C’s.  3 

,,  External  W.C’s 22 

,,  Yards  and  passages  21 

,,  Adjoining  houses  ' 6 

,,  Cellars  2 

From  Defective  soil  pipes  4 

,,  Defective  vent  shafts  4 

,,  Heads  and  joints  of  rainwater  pipes  ......  5 

,,  Around  yard  gullies  .......  9 

,,  Defective  drain  connections  27 

,,  Defective  W.C.  connections  21 

,,  Defective  interceptors  12 

,,  Sink- wastes,  rainwater  pipes,  etc.  connected  direct  3 

,,  Drains,  direct  to  sewer  6 


Factories  and  Workshops  Inspection. 


Premises. 

(i)  Factories 

( ii ) Factories  not  included  in  (i)  . 

(iii)  Other  premises 

No.  on 
Register 

468 

168 

8 

Inspec- 

tions. 

246 

327 

28 

Written  Prose- 

Notices  cutions. 

35  — 

98  — 

1 — 

Total 

644 

601 

134  — 

Referred 

Particulars 

No.  of  Defects. 

by  H.M.  Prose - 

■ Found. 

Remedied.  Inspector,  cutions. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

21 

21 

— — 

Overcrowding  

— 

— 

— — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

2 — 

Inadequate  ventilation  

16 

16 

4 . — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

48 

48 

— — 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

22 

22 

2 — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

18 

18 

— — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

12 

12 

1 — 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

24 

24 

— — 

161  161  9 


Total 
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Nature  and  Number  of  Registered  and  Unregistered  Factories, 
Workshops  and  Workplaces  Visited  During  the  Year  (Excluding 


Outworkers’  Premises). 

Nature.  No.  of  Visits. 

Shoemakers  36 

Tinsmiths  9 

Dressmakers  6 

Net  Chambers  42 

Barrel  factories  14 

Box  makers  22 

Bakehouses  and  confectioners  198 

Tailors  6 

Sugar  boilers  44 

Laundries  10 

Upholsterers  36 

Plumbers  and  painters  24 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  340 

Carpenters  8 

Engineers  18 

Stonemasons  6 

Fish  houses  and  yards  308 

Mineral  water  works  21 

Wheelwrights  3 

Clothing  factories  28 

Printers  4 

Marine  stores  44 

Baking  powder  manufacturers  2 

Potato  crisp  factory  ......  18 

Tallow  works  204 

Slipper  factory  8 

Hairdressers  36 

Harness  makers  4 

Coopers  26 

Motor  and  cycle  engineers  12 

Milliners  2 

Tripe  dressers  236 

Locksmiths  4 

Scale  makers  6 

Basket  makers  22 

Dentists’  workshops  2 

Mast  and  block  makers  6 

Builders  89 

Cabinet  makers  7 

Ice  factory  18 

Wood  choppers  8 


Total  1937 
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Number  of  Workshops,  etc.,  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  Year, 

1948. 

Nature.  Number. 


Bakehouses 

Baking  powder  makers 

Bedding  manufacturers 

Boat  builders 

Bottling  stores 

Blacksmiths 

Box  makers 

Builders 

Basket  makers 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Confectioners 

Coopers 

Engineers 

Ice  manufacturers 

Motor  engineers 

Wood  choppers  

Printing  works  

Carriage  builders 
Cabinet  makers 
Gas  fitters 
Furriers 
Marine  fitters 

Cycle  engineers  

Stonemasons 
Mast  and  block  makers 
Gut  scrapers 
Dressmakers 

Fish  curers,  etc 

Hairdressers 

Lock  and  tinsmiths 

Laundries 

Milliners 

Marine  stores 

Netting  chambers 

Outfitters 

Oilskin  manufacturers 

Picture  framers  

Plumbers  and  painters 
Scale  makers 

Tailors  

Tripe  dressers 
Potato  crisp  factory 
Builders’  merchants 
Toy  makers 
Tallow  works 
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2 

6 

4 

12 

2 

4 

14 

6 

12 

8 

14 

9 

3 

22 

2 

4 

3 
8 

4 
2 
6 
9 
4 
2 

3 

12 

54 

36 

7 

4 
12 

8 

18 

1 

1 

2 

9 

1 

14 

4 

2 

4 

2 

1 
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Nature.  Number. 

Slipper  factories  2 

Photographers  2 

Sugar  boilers  5 

Poster  manufacturers  2 

Whitesmiths  1 

Wood  turners  2 

Wheelwrights  2 

Shoemakers  31 

Upholsterers  6 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  18 

Sadlers  2 

Dentists  7 

Mineral  water  manufacturers  3 

Sheet  metal  workers  4 

Ship  chandlers  2 

Roadstone  and  transport  1 


Total  489 


6.  Shops  and  Food  Premises. 

Many  inspections  were  made  and  additional  sanitary  conveniences 
were  provided,  also  hot  water  and  soap  and  towels  in  very  many  premises. 

I am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  SPINKS. 

7.  Occupations,  etc..,  which  can  be  Controlled  by  Bye-Laws  or 


Regulations. 

Offensive  Trades,  etc.  : — 

Nature  Number. 

Tallow  melter  1 

Tripe  dresser  3 

Marine  stores  6 

Knacker  1 


Slaughter-houses — only  two  in  use  for  Government  slaughtering. 
Underground  Bakehouses — None. 

Common  Lodging-houses — None. 

8.  Swimming  Pools. 

The  Corporation  owns  two  large  open-air  Swimming  Pools,  the 
waters  of  which  are  continuously  filtered  and  chlorinated. 


9.  Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Rag  Flock  in  the  Borough,  but 
the  upholsterers  use  flock  for  making  up  purposes  : 36  visits  were  paid 
to  these  premises. 
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10.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(< a ) Council  houses  infested  4 

Council  houses  disinfested  4 

( b ) Other  houses  infested  8 

Other  houses  disinfested  8 


These  houses  were  disinfested  by  sulphur  or  formalin  vapour  and 
spraying  with  zaldecide. 

The  tenants  were  advised  as  to  special  cleansing  and  destruction 
of  certain  articles. 

These  cases  were  kept  under  supervision. 

HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 


Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  1092 

No.  of  visits  paid  2541 

Under  Housing  Act. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  286 

No.  of  visits  paid  .......  504 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  54 

No.  of  visits  paid  62 

Verminous  Houses. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  41 

No.  of  visits  paid  65 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  530 


2.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  97 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(< a ) By  owners  ’ 91 


( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Notices  Served. 


(1)  No.  of  informal  notices  served  743 

(2)  No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  608 

(3)  No.  of  statutory  notices  served  200 

(4)  No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  167 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  28 

(2)  Undertakings  accepted  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  54 
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D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  — 

Much  work  has  been  done  in  cleaning  up  the  ice  cream  trade  in 
the  Borough,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  There  are  now  no  back 
kitchen  premises.  All  premises  are  registered  and  conform  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations. 

Sampling  results  are  shown  elsewhere. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


(a)  Visits  to  slaughter  houses  890 

,,  ,,  shops  and  stalls  1004 

,,  ,,  other  premises  98 

Total  meat  inspection  visits  1992 

Visits  to  Butchers  199 

,,  ,,  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  180 

,'  „ Grocers  250 

,,  ,,  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  95 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  23 

,,  ,,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  285 

,,  ,,  Ice  cream  premises  310 

,,  ,,  Food  preparing  premises  431 

,,  ,,  Market  stalls  Bi-weekly 

,,  ,,  Restaurants  260 

,,  ,,  Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  64 


(b)  Milk  Supply. 

In  all  cases  of  applications  for  registration,  dairies  and  milk  shops 
were  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

There  are  three  cow-keepers  on  the  register.  The  total  number  of 
cows  is  small. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  are  : — 

Applications  No.  on  Register 
during  1948.  3D£  Dec.,  1948. 


Purveyors  — 29 

Dairymen  — 21 

Cow-keepers  — 3 

Cow-sheds  — 4 


Three  hundred  and  forty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises 
during  the  year. 
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Milk  (Tubercle  Bacilli). 

Arrangements  were  continued  for  examinations  of  milk  by  Dr.  A. 
Leslie  Sheather. 

During  the  year  1948,  40  samples  were  subjected  to  biological 
examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli ; 2 were  found  positive. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 


Licenses  issued  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  4 

Pasteurised  Milk  3 


Producer,  Tuberculin  Tested  — 

Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  10  Tuberculin  Tested  and 
52  Pasteurised  milks.  16  Pasteurised  failed  to  reach  the  standard,  but 
on  re-sampling  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  All  T.T.  samples  were 
satisfactory. 


(c)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

and 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

3750 

1974 

5088 

729 

Number  inspected 

All 

All 

All 

All 

All  diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

16 

28 

10 

23 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1402 

1 

267 

70 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  tuberculosis 

37.81 

1.46 

5.44 

12.75 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

64 

2 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

487 

51 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

14.69 

.1 

— 

7.54 

A large  number  of  consignments  of  imported  beef  and  mutton 
have  arrived  from  the  port  of  London,  and  have  been  inspected  on  arrival 
in  the  town.  Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  connection  with 
this  particular  type  of  food. 
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The  number  of  carcases,  etc., 


Ox  carcases  

Heifer  carcases 
Cow  carcases 
Bull  carcases 

Pig  carcases  

Calf  carcases 
Sheep  carcases 
Bovine  heads 
tongues 
livers 
lungs 
udders 
spleens 
kidneys 
skirts 
hearts 

mesenteric  fats 
tripes 
tails 
Pigs,  heads 
livers 

plucks  

,,  mesenteric  fats 
Calves,  plucks 
Sheeps,  plucks 
,,  livers 
,,  heads 
Beef 
Pork 

Veal  

Mutton 


> y 


5 > 


yy 


y y 


condemned  was  as  follows  : — 
Tuberculosis.  Other  Causes k 
20  6 

12  2 

31  8 

1 

4 23 

2 28 

— 10 

347  39 

347  75 

84  1288 

281  336 

3 85 

6 43 

4 25 

24  14 

5 17 

31  11 

5 202 

— 4 

35  3 

— 3 

16  64 

20  45 

1 1 

— 26 

— 241 

— 3 
4186  lbs.  3177  lbs. 

140  lbs.  132  lbs. 

— 27  lbs. 

— 196  lbs. 


Other  Food  Condemned. 


679 

tins 

Various  Meats 

189 

tins 

Marmalade 

1681 

yy 

Milk 

5 

jars 

Mincemeat 

6 

yy 

Syrup 

5 

y y 

Salad  Cream 

425 

y y 

Fish 

10 

y y 

Marmalade 

1 

y y 

Cocoa 

25 

y y 

Jam 

6 

yy 

Mustard 

107 

yy 

Pickles 

8 

yy 

Pate  de  Foie  Gras 

1 

y y 

Bovril 

4603 

y y 

Vegetables 

21 

y y 

Paste 

7 

yy 

Puddings 

700 

lbs. 

Tomatoes 

387 

yy 

Tomato  Puree 

42 

y y 

Oranges 

542 

yy 

Fruit 

1031 

y y 

Bacon 

226 

yy 

Soup 

2299 

yy 

Sugar 

102 

yy 

Jam 

297 

y y 

Cheese 

45 


239 

lbs. 

Butter 

1 pkts.  Biscuits 

3909 

y 1 

Bread 

271 

,,  Cake  Mixture 

93 

y y 

Macaroni 

630 

,,  Cereals 

1467 

y y 

Cereals 

2 

,,  Soup 

3 

y y 

Dried  Peas 

38 

,,  Custard  Powder 

24 

y y 

Oatmeal 

8 

,,  Dates 

404 

y y 

Biscuits 

20 

,,  Sweets 

4J 

y y 

Liver 

4 bags  Shellfish 

3248 

y y 

Cauliflowers 

18  trays  Peaches 

9 

y y 

Margarine 

36  boxes  Fruit 

28 

y y 

Custard  Powder 

27 

,,  Cheese 

336 

y y 

Sausage  Rusk 

38 

,,  Dried  Apricots 

24 

y y 

Flavouring 

3 bar’ls.  Apples 

52 

lbs. 

Salad 

38 

doz.  Ices 

61 

y y 

Suet 

2 

T urkeys 

166J 

y y 

Luncheon  Meat 

507 

Meat  Pies 

482 

y y 

Flour 

191 

Frax  Fratters 

309 

y y 

Sausage  Meat 

997 

Cakes 

2463 

y y 

Cake 

151 

bars  Chocolate 

781 

y y 

Strawberries 

6 

bots.  Fruit 

120 

y y 

Pearl  Barley 

1 

,,  Tomatoes 

1833 

y y 

Dried  Fruit 

3 

,,  Cordial 

40 

yy 

Sweets 

2 

,,  Vinegar 

11274 

sts. 

Fish 

2 

,,  Sauce 

4 pkts. 

Pom 

1 

,,  Coffee 

1 

y y 

Jelly 

1 

,,  Bovril 

3 „ Dried  Egg 


Humane  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year.  Licences  were 
renewed. 


Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

The  following  information  has  been  obtained  from  the  Chief  Con- 
stable’s Annual  Report  : — 

During  the  year  18  cases  of  suspected  Swine  Fever  were  reported 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  none  being  confirmed. 
57  licences  for  movement  under  the  Swine  Fever  Order,  1922,  were 
issued.  Outbreaks  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in  other  districts  neces- 
sitated the  issue  of  5 movement  licences.  3 cases  of  suspected  Fowl 
Pest,  were  reported,  none  were  confirmed.  One  case  of  suspected 
Anthrax  reported  to  the  Ministry  was  not  confirmed. 
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(d)  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  obtained  and 
submitted  for  examination,  with  results  of  analysis  : — 

No.  oj  Samples  Result  of  Analysis  Not 

submitted  to  the  Genuine.  Adulterated  Satisfactory 
Analyst. 


Milk  8 

Dried  Egg  1 

Dried  Milk  1 

Tomato  Puree  1 

Sago  1 

Rum  1 

Soya  Flour  1 

Starch  Powder  1 

Australian  Butter  . 1 

Apple  Pulp  2 

Lemonade  Powder  1 


8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

2 


Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Ice  Cream. 

Grade 


Samples  Taken 

118 


12  3 4 

29  23  27  39 


Ingredients.  Satisfactory. 

1 1 

13  samples  were  submitted  for  fat  content  which  varied  between 
10.4  and  1.3. 


Public  Health  (Condensed  and  Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923 
and  1927. 

No  samples  of  condensed  milk  were  examined  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925 
and  1927. 

All  samples  in  the  list  under  the  heading  ( d ) were  examined  also 
for  preservatives.  No  offence  under  these  regulations  was  found. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Acts,  1906  and  1926. 

No  samples  of  Feeding  Stuff  were  examined  during  the  year. 


(e)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Food. 

These  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst  or  the  Emergency 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Norwich. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Rodent  Officer : — 

The  Council  employs  one  Rodent  Officer  and  six  rodent  operatives 
to  carry  out  its  responsibilities  for  rodent  control.  A general  survey 
of  the  town  was  carried  out  during  the  year  and  treatment  given  where 
necessary.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  : — 


Shops  

No.  inspected 
by  Rodent 
Officer. 

50 

No.  of  premises 
treated  by  rat 
catcher. 

39 

Factories 

15 

6 

Warehouses 

11 

15 

Fish  houses 

30 

19 

Fish  and  barrel  yards 

10 

8 

Malt  houses 

8 

6 

Granaries 

15 

2 

Slaughter  houses 

9 

2 

Farms,  including  small  holdings 

12 

5 

Piggeries 

9 

6 

Hotels  

19 

15 

Boarding  houses 

13 

7 

Restaurants 

16 

29 

Cinemas 

3 

3 

Schools 

3 

3 

Hospitals 

3 

3 

Many  of  the  above  properties  were  infested  with  black  rats  and 
brown  rats.  Properties  with  a high  risk  of  infestation  were  visited  regularly 
and  satisfactory  methods  of  extermination  employed. 


Sewers. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  were  carried  out  between 
June  and  December.  2,500  manholes  were  pre-baited  for  two  days 
and  poisoned  on  the  third  day,  and  the  work  was  completed  in  10  weeks. 
The  estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed  was  12,500. 

Corporation-owned  Properties. 

Allotments,  parks  and  open  spaces  received  repeated  attention 
with  very  satisfactory  results. 

Refuse  tips  were  treated  with  zinc  phosphide  and  arsenious  oxide  ; 
cyanide  gas  fumigations  and  night-trapping  were  also  carried  out  suc- 
cessfully. A conservative  estimate  of  the  number  of  rats  killed  was  3,500. 

Bomb-damaged  Properties. 

Some  500  bomb-damaged  properties  were  treated  for  brown  rats 
and  black  rats.  Approximately  200  disused  lavatories  without  water 
seal  were  sealed  by  cement  to  prevent  rats  escaping  from  sewers  and 
infesting  surrounding  properties. 
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Private  Dwellings. 

8,906  visits  were  made  to  private  dwellings,  of  which  2,501  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  either  black  rats,  brown  rats  or  mice.  Many 
properties  were  rat-proofed  and  defective  drains  repaired  with  a view 
to  preventing  re-infestation. 

Port  and  Haven. 

Sixty-five  ships  were  inspected,  and  those  found  to  be  infested 
were  treated. 

Notices  Issued. 


Formal  notices  under  Section  5 of  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Act,  1919  36 

Formal  notices  under  Sections  1 and  5 of  the  Rats  and  Mice 

Destruction  Act,  1919  6 

Informal  notices 106 
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Port  of  Great  Yarmouth 


Return  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  which  arrived  at 
the  Port  of  Great  Yarmouth  during  the  year  1948  (excluding  Fishing 
Vessels)  : — 


From  Foreign  Ports 

Coastwise 

Ships 

Tonnage 

Ships 

Tonnage 

With  Cargo 

271 

58,878 

With  Cargo 

561 

112,046 

In  Ballast 
(including 
Fishing 
Vessels) 

56 

8,558 

In  Ballast 

166 

28,787 

1.  Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  During  the  Year  1948. 


Arrivals 

Number 
Inspected  and 
Re-inspected 

Number 

reported 

defective 

Number 
of  vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 

Number 
reported 
as  having 
or  having 
had 
during 
the 

voyage, 
infectious 
disease 
on  board 

Number 

Tonnage 

By  the 
M.O.H. 

By  the 
Inspector 

FOREIGN 
Steamers) 
Motors  Unc. 
Fishing  j 

Total  Foreign 

COASTWISE 
Steamers ) 
Motors  r inc. 
Sailing  ) 
Fishing 

Coastwise  Total 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise 

271 

56 

Cargo 

58,878 

Ballast 

8,558 

— 

262 

47 

40 

— 

327 

67,436 

— 

262 

47 

40 

— 

561 

166 

272 

Cargo 

112,046 

Ballast 

28,787 

9,248 

— 

655 

136 

99 

20 

88 

17 

1 

999 

150,081 

— 

791 

119 

105 

— 

1,326 

217,517 

1,053 

166 

145 
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Those  Vessels  Inspected  were  of  the  following  Nationalities  : — 


British 

Norwegian 

Swedish 

Dutch 

Spanish 

Danish 

Panama 

Belgian 

German 

Finnish 

Polish 

Greek 

Eire 

Canadian 

Fishing 


Total 


666 

28 

14 

137 

1 

6 

5 

2 

17 

1 

25 

2 

2 

1 

272 

1,179 


There  were  272  English  and  Scottish  Fishing  Vessels  operating 
from  the  Port  during  the  Fishing  Season. 


2.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

During  the  year  the  Trade  of  the  Port  was  as  follows  : — 
Coastwise. 

Imports  : — Grain,  Coal,  Fish  Stock,  Stone,  Timber. 

Exports  : — Scrap  Iron,  Fish,  Grain. 

Foreign. 

Imports  : — Timber,  Phosphates,  Army  Vehicles,  Salt,  Box  Wood. 
Exports  : — Scrap  Iron,  Fish,  Agricultural  Machinery. 

The  Timber  Imported  was  mainly  from  Scandinavian  Ports 
The  Phosphates  Imported  were  mainly  from  Continental  Ports. 
The  Army  Vehicles  were  mainly  from  Continental  Ports. 

The  Salt  was  mainly  from  Mediterranean  Ports. 


3.  Source  of  Water  Supply. 

(a)  Water  supply  for  the  Port  and  Shipping  is  obtained  from  the 
Company’s  mains — a continuous  and  adequate  supply  for  all  purposes. 

(b)  Hydrants  and  hose  pipes  are  provided  and  stored  by  the  Water 
Company.  All  are  well  flushed  out  before  connection  with  the  tanks. 

(c)  There  are  no  water  boats. 
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4.  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  landed  from  any  vessel. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  on  any  vessel  during  the 
voyage  requiring  disposal  prior  to  arrival,  any  suspect  ships  are  boarded  in 
Yarmouth  Roads. 

One  case  of  Measles  was  notified  concerning  a child  on  a coastwise 
vessel. 

5.  Measures  Against  Rodents. 

Owing  to  the  large  amoung  of  shipping  arriving  from  Continental 
and  Baltic  Ports,  notices  were  issued  to  Shipmasters  regarding  Rodent 
Control  and  measures  to  be  taken. 


6.  Hygiene  of  Crew’s  Spaces. 
Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 
of  vessel. 

Number 

inspected 

1948. 

Defects  of 
original 
construction. 

Structural 
defects 
through 
wear  and 
tear. 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
unhealthy 
conditions. 

British 

Other 

666 

— 

25 

80* 

Nations 

241 

— 

15 

46* 

’''Excluding  35  cases  where  bilge  pumping  was  ordered  to  be  carried 

out  at  sea. 


The  following  list  shows  the  nature  of  the  defects,  etc.,  reported  in 


the  previous  tables  : — 

Defective  heating  6 

Dirty  forecastle  4 

Repaint  forecastle  2 

Defective  sanitary  arrangements  18 

Defects  in  ventilation  - , 21 

Filthy  galley  7 

Offensive  accumulations  9 

Filthy  bedding  6 

Defective  water  tanks  3 

Filthy  W.C’s 72 

Unwholesome  provision  store  5 

Suspicious  drinking  water  1 

Ship’s  stores  in  forecastle  6 

Repairs  to  ventilators  1 

Vermin  3 

Leaky  accommodation  2 

Bilge  pumping  35 


Total  (excluding  bilge  pumping)  166 
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These  defects  necessitated  re-inspection  in  most  cases.  All  were 
dealt  with  by  Informal  Notices. 

Of  the  total  arrivals  for  1948,  373  vessels  proceeded  through  the 
Port  and  berthed  at  Norwich.  40  Vessels  proceeded  through  the  Port 
and  berthed  at  Cantley. 

Comparisons  and  Observations.  ♦ 

In  1931  the  ratio  of  Steamships  to  Motor  Ships  arriving  from 
Foreign  and  Coastwise  Ports  were  5 to  1 and  3 to  1 respectively. 

In  1948  the  ratio  of  Steamships  to  Motor  Ships  arriving  from  Foreign 
and  Coastwise  Ports  were  1 to  2J  and  1 to  6 respectively. 

With  the  Motor  Ships  predominating  over  the  Steamships  there 
has  been  a corresponding  decrease  in  nuisances  from  ash  and  fuel  accum- 
ulations, dirty  forecastles,  filthy  bedding,  stokehold  clothing,  etc. 

Owing  to  new  tonnage  having  seamen’s  accommodation  aft  and 
in  most  cases  separate  two-berth  cabins  together  with  messrooms  and 
drying  rooms,  the  improvement  in  lighting,  heating,  dryness  and  general 
tidiness  has  been  most  marked. 

There  were  800  Fishing  Vessels  using  the  Port  in  1931. 

There  were  272  Fishing  Vessels  using  the  Port  in  1948. 

Twelve  cases  of  illness  or  accident  concerning  members  of  ships’ 
crews  were  removed  to  Hospital  by  ambulance. 

Venereal  Disease. 

Notices  giving  times  and  place  of  treatment  were  handed  to  masters 
of  vessels  and  shipping  agents. 

Bilge  Pumping  on  Fishing  Vessels. 

Bills  were  posted  and  handbills  were  distributed  on  board  the 
fishing  craft  coming  South  for  the  Autumn  Fishing,  drawing  attention 
to  the  above  offence,  and  many  masters  and  engineers  of  vessels  were 
cautioned  personally  by  the  Inspector. 

7.  Food  Inspection. 

(1)  There  is  no  trade  in  the  articles  coming  under  the  various 
Food  Regulations. 

(2)  Shell  Fish.  There  are  no  beds  within  the  Port. 

(3)  See  (1)  above. 

At  the  Fish  Wharf,  etc.,  the  following  were  seized  and  dealt  with  : — 

20  Cases  Norwegian  Herrings 

8 Boxes  Iced  Herrings 

3 Stones  Cod 

2 Stones  Plaice 

10  Stones  Whiting 
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Under  the  Ministry  of  Food  Regulations  all  Herrings  landed  and 
not  marketable  or  saleable  for  various  reasons  were,  in  accordance  with 
the  Regulations,  not  dealt  with  as  manure  but  handled  under  an  arrange- 
ment for  processing  purposes. 

Under  this  system  the  following  fish  were  consigned  to  various 
processors  : — 

8305  Crans  Herrings 

Mr.  Spinks  submits  his  Annual  Report  on  the  work  done  by  the 
Assistant  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884,  for  the 
Great  Yarmouth  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  during  the  year  1948  : — 

There  has  been  no  canal  boat  operating  in  the  Port  during  1948 
with  any  personnel  living  permanently  on  board. 

The  only  type  of  canal  boat  using  the  Port  is  of  the  Dumb  Barge 
construction,  registered  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  and  possessing 
living  quarters  only  to  give  protection  from  the  weather,  etc. 

Of  these  14  were  inspected  and  all  were  found  well  kept. 


